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CHAPTER 109

THE TANZANIA FOOD AND NUTRITION ACT

An Act to establish the Tanzania Food and Nutrition Centre.

[6th Decerber, 1973]
[G.N. No 116 of 1999]
Acts Nos.
24 of 1973
3 of 1995

1. This Act may be cited as the Tanzania Food and Nutrition Act, and
shall core into geeration an such date as the Minister may, by notice
in the Gazette, apgooint.

2. In this Act unless the aontext requires otherwise—
“Centre” means the Tanzania Food and Nutrition Centre;

“Governing Board” means the Governing Board of the Centre
established under sectia 5;

“menbers” in relation to the Governing Board includes the chairman
of the Board;

“Minister” means the Minister for the time being responsible for the
Cartre.

3.—(1) There is hereby established under the Ministry responsible
for health an autonomous body to be known as the Tanzania Food
and Nutrition Centre.

(2) The Centre shall be a body corporate and shall—
@ Thave perpetual succession and a common seal;
P in its corporate name, be capable of suing and being sued;
@ Dbe capable of purchasing or otherwise acquiring and of

alienating ary movable or immovable property.

(3) Consequent upon the changing of the former Centre into an
autanarous entity, all assets and liabilities towhich the former Gantre
was entitled or subject ard all employees of the former Centre shall
with effect from the date of coming into operation of this Act be
vested in and transferred to the new Centre.

4. The functions of the Centre shall be—
@ toplanand initiate food and mutrition progranmmes for the benefit
of the pecple of the United Republic;
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O to undertake review and revision of food and nutrition
progranmes;

O toprovide facilities for training in subjects relating to food ard
rutrition and prescribe caditians which must be satisfied before
ary diploma, certificate or other award which may be granted
in any subject upon completion of any training undertaken by
the Gantre or other educatianl institution in the Uhited Repiblic;

@ tocarry aut research inmatters relating to food and rutrition;

© toadvise the Governmment, schools and other public orcganisations
m matters relating to food and rutrition;

i to stimulate and promote, amongst the people of the United
Republic, an awareness of the importance of balanced diet and
of the dargers of malmitritian;

@ togainpublic cnfidence in the methods suggested by the Centre
for the correction or avoidance of malmutrition;

B in collaboration with the Ministry responsible for Develooment
Plamning, to formulate, for incorporation in the national
develgoment plans, plans relating to food and rutrition for the
benefit of the people of the United Republic;

)  in collaboration with the producers, manufacturers and
distributars of articles of food, to ensure proper nitritiawl value
of the food marketed in the United Republic or exported to
foreign comntries;

) tomake available to the Government and the people of the
United Republic its findings on arty research carried out by it an
metters affectirgnutrition;

K toparticipate in internaticnal conferences, seminars and
disaussions o matters relating to food or rutritian;

0 todoall other acts ard things, and enter into all contracts and
transactians, which are, in the gpinion of the Governing Board,
expedient or necessary for the discharge of functions of the
Cartre.

5. There shall be a Governing Board of the Centre.

6.—(1) The provisians of the Schedule to this Act shall have effect as
to the composition of the Governing Board, the termure of office of its
members, termination of their appointment, the proceedings of the
Governing Board ard other matters in relation to the Governing Board
and its merbers as are provided for in that Schedule.
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(2) The President may, by order published in the Gazette, amend,
vary or replace all or ary of the provisions of the Schedule to this
Act.

7.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the management and
control of the Centre shall e vested in the Governing Board.
(2) Inparticular and without prejudice to the generality of
subsection (1), the Governing Board shall have power—
@ toadminister the properties of the Centre, both movable and
immovable;
to administer the funds and other assets of the Cantre;
to signify the acts of the Centre by use of the commm seal;
an behalf of the Cantre to receive gifts, fees, doatians, grants
or other moneys;
subject to the provisians of this Act, to gppoint arty officers of
the centre whom the Board considers necessary;
i todoall acts and things which are provided for in this Act or
which are, in the gpinion of the governing Board, necessary or
expedient for the proper discharce of the functions of the Cantre.

8.—(1) The Minister ghall, after consultation with the Board, apcoint
a suitable person to be the Managing Director of the Centre.

(2) The Managing Director shall be the chief executive officer of
the Catre.

(3) The Governing Board may, with the consent of the Minister,
appoint other directors to perform ary functions which the Governing
Board may assign.

(4) The Managing Director may appoint arty of the directors to act
as the Managing Director in his absence.

(5) The Managing Director shall be the executive secretary of the
Governing Board and shall as such be entitled to be present and to
speak at arty meeting of the Goverming Board, but shall not be entitled
to vote there unless he is also appointed as a member of the Board.

9. The administrative, professianal and tedmical staff of the Centre
ghall, subject to the provisions of section 10, be appointed by the
Governing Board.

10. The Governing Board may, subject to any conditions which it

may inpose, delegate to ary person or body of persons, the powers
of appointment to ary post in the administrative, professional or
tedmical staff of the Cantre.

QT

)

Powers
ard duties
of the
Govern-
ing Board

Appoint-
ment of
te
Managing
Director
Act No. 3
of 1995
Sch.

Appoint-

ment of

Delega-



[CAP 109 R.E. 2009] The Tanzania Food and Nutrition Act

Govern-
ing Board
respansi-
ble far
manage-
ment of
as==ts

Funds of
the Centre

Power to
borrow

Annual

supple-
mentary
budget
Act No. 3
of 1995

11. The Governing Board shall manage the assets and properties of
the Centre in the mamnmer which, in the opinion of the Governing
Board, pramotes the best interests of the Centre.

12. The funds and resources of the Centre shall consist of—

@ any moneys which may be provided for the purposes of the
Centre by Parliament;

b any funds or assets which may vest in or accrue to the Centre
from other sources by way of fees, gifts, grant or otherwise;

@ any sums which the Governing Board may, subject to the
provisions of section 13, borrow for the purpose of the Centre.

13.—(1) with the prior aporoval of the Minister, the Governing Board
may, from time to time borrow moneys for the purposes of the Centre
by way of loan or overdraft, and upon any security and any terms
and conditions relating to the repayment of the principal and the
payment of the interest which, suoject to any directians by the Minister
the Governing Board may deem fit.

(2) Aperson lending money to the Board shall not be bound to
enquire whether the borrowing of that money by the Board has been
approved by the Minister.

14.—(1) In this Act “financial year” means any period not exceeding
twelve consecutive months designated in that behalf by the Governing
Board:

Provided that the first financial year after the comencement of

this Act, shall commence on the date of the commencement of this
Act and may be of a longer or shorter period than twelve months.

(2) Not less than two months before the begimming of ary financial
year (other then the first financial year) the Governing Board ghall, at
its meeting especially convened for that purpose, pass a detailed
budget (in this Act called “the ammual budget”) of the amounts
respectively—

@ expected to be received; and
b  expected to be disbursed,
by the Centre during that financial year.

(3) If inany financial year the Governing Board requires to meke
any disbursement not provided for or of an amount in excess of the
amount provided for, in the armmual budget for that year, the Governing
Board ghall, at ameeting, pass a supplementary budget detailing the
disbursement .
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(4) The anmmual budget and every supplementary budget shall be
in the form ard include the details which the Minister may divect.

(5) Forthwith upon passing any annual budget or any
supplementary budget, the Governing Board shall submit the same
to the Minister for his agoroval .

(6) The Minister shall, upon receipt of the arrual budget or ary
supplementary budget, approve or disapprove the same or may
approve subject to any amendment which he may deem fit.

(7) Where the Minister has approved any annual budget or
supplementary budget, the budget or, as the case may be, the
supplementary budget, as amended by him, shall be binding on the
Governing Board which, subject to the provisions of subsection (8),
shall confine the disbursements within the items and the amounts
contained in the budget or supplementary budget as approved by the

(8) The Governing Board may—

@ with the sanction inwriting of the Minister, meke a didoursement
notwithstanding that such disbursement is not provided for in
ary budget ;

b from the amount of expenditure provided for in amy estimates
in respect of amy item, transfer, any sumwhich the Board may
approve to any other item contained in the budget;

O adjust expenditure limits to take account of circumstances not
reasonably foreseeable at the time the budget was prepared,
subject to submitting a supplementary budget to the Minister
with two months of the alteration of expenditure 1imits becoming
necessary.

15. With the prior approval of the Minister, the Governing Board
may, from time to time, invest any part of the moneys available in
any furd in investments authorised by the Trustees Investments Act,
for the investment of any trust furd.

16.—(1) The Governing Board shall cause to be provided and kept
proper books of account and records with respect to—

@ the receipt and expenditure of moneys by, and other financial
transactians of, the Cantre;

b the assets and liabilities of the Centre, and shall cause tobe
mede aut for every financial year a balance sheet showing details
of the income and expenditure of the Centre and all its assets
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(2) Within sixmoths of the close of a financial year the accounts
including the balance sheet of the Centre in respect of that financial
year shall be audited by the Tanzania Audit Corporation or arty other
authorised auditor as may be appointed by the Governing Board.

(3) As somn as the accounts of the Centre have been audited, and
in any case not later than six months after the close of the financial
year, the Governing Board shall submit to the Minister a cgpy of the
audited statement, of accounts together with a copy of the report
made by the auditors.

(4) Bvery audited balance sheet shall be placed before a meeting

of the Governing Board and, if adopted by the Governing Board
shall ke endorsed with a certificate that it has been so adopted.

17. The Managing Director shall, at the end of each financial year,
prepare a report an the activities of the Centre during the financial
year and suomit the report to the Minister.

18. The Minister shall as soon as may be practicable and not later
than seven months after the close of a financial year, lay before the
Natianal Assenbly the following doaurents in relation to that firancial
year—

@ a copy of the audited statement of accounts of the Centre;

b a ooy of the auditors report, if any;

@ a oopy of the Managing Director’s report.

19.—(1) The Governing Board may, with the consent of the Minister
meke regulations for the better carrying aut of the purposes of this
Act, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing may
make regulations—

@ prescribing diplams, certificates and other awards which may

e conferred or granted by the Centre;

b prescribing the conditions which must be satisfied before any
diplama, certificate or awards may be granted;

regulating the conduct of examinations;
providing for and regulating disciplinary proceedings against
the officers of the Centre and students;

prescribing anything which may be prescribed under this Act;
providing for amy matter or thing which, in the opinion of the
Governing Board, is necessary for the furtherance of the
functions and dojects of the Centre.

o T ac
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(2) The Governing Board may make by-laws regulating discipline
amog students enrolled for training by the Centre and to provide for
better governing aontrol and administration of the Centre.

(3) By-laws made under subsection (2) shall not be required tobe
pdblished in the Gazette:

Provided that the Governing Board may, in its absolute discretian,
and ¢hall, if directed to do so by the Minister, cause ary by-laws to
be published in the Gazette.

20. The Minister may, by directions under his hand prescribe the
fees and allowances payable to the members of the Governing Board.

21.—(1) The Minister may give the Governing Board directions of a
general or specific character and the Governing Board shall give
effect to every divectim.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of any written law the Minister
may, by order under his hand, exempt the Centre from stamp duty,
lard registration fee, land vt ard other fees, duaroes, rates ad levies,
m any transaction to which the Centre is a party or in relation to any
property transferred to or owned by the Centre.

22. No act or proceeding of the Governing Board shall be invalid by
reason only of the number of members not being conplete at the
time of ary act or proceeding or of arty defect in the appointment of
arty menboer or of the fact that ary marber was at the time disqualified
ar disentitled toact as such.

23.—(1) No matter or thing done by any member or officer of the
Governing Board or the Cantre ghall, if doe bar fide in the execution
or purported execution of the functions conferred upon the menber
or officer by this Act or by regulations mede under it, renders that
menber or officer persanally liable for the matter or thing.

(2) For the avoidance of doubts it is hereby declared that the
provisions of this section shall e without prejudice to the provisians
of section 284A of the Penal Code or the provisions of the Public
Officers (Recovery of Debts) Act.
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SCHEDULE

(Made under Section 6)

1. In this Schedule “appointing authority” means—

8  inrelation to the daimenof the Govermning Board, the Presidant;

[e] in relatio to any other manber, the Minister.

2.—(1) The Governing Board shall amnsist of a chairmen, who shall be appointed by the

President and not less than eight nor nore than twelve other menicers, appointed by the
(2) In appointing the menbers, the Minister may have regard to apgpointing members

represatting the folloving of fices:

The ministry respmsible far health (orevention departrert) ;

the ministry respasible far livestock develaomatts;

the mini stry regomsible far local govenmet:;

the ministry resomsible far plaming (social services sectar) ;

the ministry respansible for cammity develgorent, waren affaivs and children;

the ministry respansible for education (curriculum develaarent departent) ;

the Sokoine Uhiversity of Agriculture (Department of Food Science and Humen

Nitritian) ;

b the University of Dar es Salaam (IDS or ERB) .

3. The menbers of the Governing Board shall, fram among their mmber, elect a vice-

chairmen, who shall hold office for so lang as he remains a maember of the Governing
Board.

&5 T o T T8 T

4.—(1) Amanber of the Goverming Board ghall, unless his gopointment is sooner determined
by the agoointing atharity, arhe otherwise csases tobe amarber hold of fice far arty perdod
which the ggpointing aurhority may specify in his gopointment :

Provided that in the case of a manber who is a manber by virtue of his holding sare
other office, he shall omtirue to e a manber of the Goverming Board for so lag as he
axtines tohold thet office.

(2) Ay member of the Governing Board may at any time resign by giving notice in
writing to the gopointing atharity ard framthe date specified inthe rotice ar, ifrodete is
so specified, framthe date of the receipt of therotice by the aopointing authority, he shall
cease tobe amarber.

5. If amarber is usble for arty reasm to attend a meeting, thebody ar the Ministry, as the
casemay be, which he represants, may, inwriting, naninate another persm inhis place far
the purpose of that meeting.

6. Where arty menboer ceases to be a manber for any reasm befare the expirvation of his term
of office, the agoointing autharity ghall gopoint ancther persmn in his place ard the persm
50 agpointed gall hold office far the ramainder of the termof office of his predecessar.

7.—(1) An ordinary meeting of the Governing Board shall be cavened by the chairmen
ard the notice spacifying the place, date ard time of the meeting &l e sant to eachmarber
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at his usual place of business or residence not less
than seven days before the date of the meeting. In case
the chairman is wunable to act by reason of illness,
absence from Tanzania, or other sufficient cause, the
vice-chairman may convene the meeting.

(2) The chainmen, or inhis absence, the vice-chaimen, shall be bound to cawvene a
special mesting of the Goverming Bosrd upm receipt of a request inwriting in that behalf
signed by not less than five menbers of the Governing Board. Not less than seven days’
rnotice of the meeting shall be given to all menbers of the Governing Board in the marmer
prescribed in suoparagragh (1) .

(3) Tre dhairmen, the vice-dhaimmen, or the tanporary dhairren elected in acoordance
with the provisians of paregraph 8 (2) presiding at ary meeting of the Governing Board
may irvite arty person who is not a marber to participate in the deliberatians of the
Governing Board, lut that person shall ot be entitled tovote.

8.—(1) One-half of the total munber of the menbers of the Governing Board, or four
nmenbers, wiidever is the lesser ninber, ghull foma quonm for a mesting of the Governing
Board.

(2) In the absence of the chainman froma meeting of the Governing Board the vice-
chaimen shall preside. In absence of both the daimmen and the vice-dhaivmen fram aryy
meeting, the manbers present dhall elect ae of their rinber to ke a tarporary chadmmen of
thet mestirg.

(3) At ary meeting of the Governing Board a decision of the mejority of the manbers
presant arnd voting shall be deamed tole a decision of the Governing Board. Tn the event of
an equality of votes the daimmen of the meeting shall have a castingvote inaddition tohis
celiberativewcte.

(4) Noowithstarnding the provisians of sugearagragh (2) , where the daimmen so directs,
a decision may be made by the Governing Board without a meeting by circulation of the
relevant papers anayg all the manbers and the expression inwriting of their views, lut aryy
menber shall be entitled to require that decisianbe deferred until the subject netter is
axnsidered at amesting of the Board.

9. Minurtes in proper form of each meeting of the Goverming Board shall be kept and shall

e anfimmed by the Governing Board at the following meeting and signed by the daimmen

of themeetirg.

10. All doaarents ard instrurents required to ke executed by the Governing Board ghall be

signed by—

8  theMaraging Director; ar

b  any mamber of the Board or other officer of the Governing Board authorised in
writing by the Maneging Directar in that behalf.

11. The seal of the Governing Board shall not be affixed to any instrument except in the
presence of the Managing Directar, or the dhaimmen or the vice-chaimmen and at least ae
other menber of the Governing Board.

12. Subject to the provision of this Schedule the Governing Board shall have power to
regulate its own procesdings.
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